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Shepherd Gate to host the                

Annie Moses Band 
By: Carly Nusbaum 

 
 

Spirits are high and the atmosphere charged with 
energy as members and friends rush to get their Annie 
Moses Band tickets!  A family band made up of 
Julliard-trained musicians is a favorite of Pastor Dan 
Duis, so imagine his delight when he received a phone 
call asking if our church would be able to host the 
band while they tour for their “Pilgrims and Prodigals” 
album.  Of course, the answer was an emphatic YES!! 
 
Ordinarily an event of this size would take months to 
plan, but sometimes when you have an opportunity, 
you just need to take it. Pastor Dan received the 
phone call at the end of March, with the band hoping 
to be able to perform here at the beginning of May.  
You’ve heard the old adage, “where there’s a will, 
there’s a way” . . . well, Shepherd Gate surely has a 
strong will!  In just two weeks’ time we have had nearly 
30 volunteers sign up, we have secured overflow 
parking, and we have worked to get the band’s stay 
set up at a local hotel with proper meals.  We have 
developed and sold over half of the tickets!  In a recent 
conversation Pastor Dan had with the band’s 
coordinator, he was told that Shepherd Gate is the 
perfect size to host this sort of event.  We’re not so big 
that we are rigid with policy and procedure, and not so 
small that we simply do not have the man-power to 
pull it all together.  No, instead we have ample support 
from our congregation, met with a positive attitude and 
flexibility, to host a spectacular and memorable event!  
What a compliment! 
 
You are welcome to join us as we make history here at 
Shepherd Gate!  The concert is May 3 at 7:00pm, and 
tickets are available by contacting the office at 
703.961.1040.  We look forward to seeing you here! 
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“Back to Basics” Men’s Retreat 

Tom Nusbaum 

 

 We just completed our annual men’s retreat, March 7-

9, at Skycroft Conference Center in Maryland.  What 

an outstanding experience for men!!  Altogether, we 

had about 30 guys attending our Friday through 

Sunday noon retreat.   

 

The theme of this year’s retreat was “Back to Basics” 

of our Christian faith.  We used a study guide written 

by Andy Stanley, son of Charles Stanley and pastor of 

a large Atlanta area church.  Rob White and Ted Lane 

did their usual outstanding job of organizing the 

retreat. Our table small group discussion leaders were: 

Torrey Hamilton, Peter Lansing, Merle Jacobs, Min 

Jekal, and Rob White.  Our worship was outstanding, 

thanks to Scott Lansing, Andrew Keener, and David 

and Josh White.   

 

The guys always enjoy the Saturday afternoon free 

time, so they can play wally-ball in the gymnasium.  

The wally-ball was interrupted by a surprise 

performance of a drum and fife corps.  What was most 

outstanding about this year’s retreat was how our 

younger men stepped up as future leaders of SG, to 

pray for the men, to exercise prophetic gifts and to 

lead worship.  All in all, this was a most excellent 

retreat.  Can’t wait for next year! 
 

The Annie Moses Band Talks About Its 
New Album   Excerpt from AMB Press Release 

With the release of Pilgrims & Prodigals, the Annie Moses 

Band has come full circle.  Pilgrims & Prodigals is the 

culmination of a dream that’s been in the making since its 

members first started performing together a decade ago. 

Originally envisioned as a concept project by Annie when 

she was just 17, Pilgrims & Prodigals is the band’s first 

commercial release, a self-produced collection of songs that 

explores the timeless theme of roaming and redemption.  

Titles like “Catcher in the Rye,” “Progress,” “Read Between 

the Lies,” “My Room” and “Blush” carry an encouraging 

message of hope amidst hopelessness, faith amidst despair, 

and joy amidst sorrow.  

 

“Pilgrims & Prodigals is based on the idea that everyone in 

the world is going somewhere,” observes Alex, who for the 

first time shares lead vocalist duties with his sister Annie.  

“We’re all on a personal journey.  We are all either 

someone who’s finding our way back home or we’re 

someone who’s running away from home.  Every song on 

this album tells one of those two stories.” 

 

Universally acclaimed by critics and audiences alike for 

their electrifying instrumental virtuosity and shimmering 

layered vocals, the Annie Moses Band soars to 

unprecedented new heights on Pilgrims & Prodigals. Eight 

songs on the album were written or co-written by members 

of the group.  Five other tunes receive inventive re-

imaginings that bring fresh new seasonings to familiar 

standards like “Poor Wayfaring Pilgrim” and “Girl of 

Constant Sorrow.”  There are even two “pop cover songs” – 

“Love Song” (Elton John) and “I Got a Name” (Jim Croce) 

– that take on unexpected new life here.  The album is a 

sophisticated, complex blending of classical, jazz, folk and 

even a frisson of Celtic thrown in for good measure, 

carrying listeners along on a musical fast track that never 

falters and never disappoints. 

 

Reflecting on the band’s newfound musical maturity, 

Benjamin says, “You learn a great deal sonically with each 

album. And I think we’ve experienced an arrival sonically 

as artists with this album.  It ultimately achieves everything 

that we wanted it to.” 

 

 



                                                         

Annual Leadership Retreat 
Tom Nusbaum 

 
This year’s annual leaders’ retreat was held on March 29th in the 
new Library at SG. The retreat was attended by our elders, 
deacons and life group leaders.  In the morning, we began with 
worship and prayer.  Then, Doug Dronfield spoke on how God has 
moved in our church over the past year.  2013 was a very big year 
for us!  
 
Doug began by referring back to the notes from our February 
2013 leadership retreat, summarizing our discussion about how 
we can, as a church, be more relevant to the people in our 
neighborhoods, highlighting the fact that we want to make a 
connection between what our programs are at SG and what we 
see God doing.  We have numerous small groups meeting to 
discuss the Blackaby “Spiritual Leadership” book, with the goal of 
moving people onto God’s agenda. During 2013, we not only 
completed our Education Wing, but we began our adult education 
School of Ministry.  We also added Carly Nusbaum as an office 
coordinator, held a family retreat last Fall, engaged in 2 significant 
WFCM backpack and food drives, revamped our Children’s 
Ministry leadership team, expanded pastoral care with Gary 
Woodford coming on board, and began a high school Sunday 
School, among other things.   
 
Dan’s message to the leaders highlighted that SG is really a 
blending of families. One of the benefits of a local church is caring 
for each other. We are characterized by caring and sharing; we 
rejoice and mourn for each other. We walk openly and truthfully 
with one another, and are bound by love.  We are developing the 
character of Christ in all of our people.  Dan also highlighted how 
we are beginning to address the “transfer of responsibility” to the 
next generation in our congregation, commenting that this 
transfer, over the next several years, should be done well, and 
with love.  
 
The afternoon discussion, lead by Tom Nusbaum, covered what 
we see God doing in the coming year at SG.  Among the 
highlights were: 
 

1. Facilities: Memorial Garden planning and 
construction, perimeter walking path, soccer field (top 
soil being delivered soon for this), parking lot repairs 
and planning for additional parking in the rear of our 
building.   
 

2. Ministry: We had a wide-ranging discussion covering 
about 12 different areas of how we see God moving in 
various ministry areas at SG over the next year or so.  
Among these are: adult education, dance/drama 
ministry, ongoing website re-design, missions 
awareness coordinator, creative team formation, 
associate pastor and others.   
 

Thanks to all who prayed for our retreat this year.  Your prayers 
were answered, as we moved in great unity of purpose! 
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Shepherd Gate to Incorporate 

Tom Nusbaum 

 
Under a recent law enacted by the Virginia State 
Legislature, churches are now allowed to incorporate. 
Spearheading this incorporation legislation was the Law 
Firm of Simms, Showers, LLP in Leesburg, Va.  Rob 
Showers has now been retained by SG to help us with 
our incorporation process.  
 
So, why incorporation?  The main reasons are: 
 
1.  As you know, there has been significant change in 

the legal climate in this country. A generation ago, 
very few people, especially Christians, would have 
dreamed of suing the church, but lawsuits against 
churches are now commonplace. Incorporation will 
protect the church and its leadership in the event of 
a lawsuit 

 
2.  Incorporation makes it much easier for a church to 

buy, sell and encumber real estate, operate bank 
accounts and engage in other business transactions 
(such as our recent loan refinancing) 

 
3. Incorporation gives us an opportunity to update our 

governing documents, in the form of our Constitution 
and Bylaws 

 
There are other reasons, but these are the main ones.   
 
 
We have already filed Articles of Incorporation with the 
Virginia Secretary of State and are awaiting our 
Certificate of Incorporation within the next week or so. 
 
Next, we will meet with the Law Firm to review our 
Bylaws and Constitution, agreeing on needed updates.  
After re-drafting our Bylaws and Constitution, we will 
schedule a congregational meeting later this Spring, to 
thoroughly discuss the revised documents with you, 
answering all questions, and approving the documents. 
At the Organizational Meeting, we will also transfer and 
assign all real property owned by the church to the new 
church corporation.  After this, we will make any final 
changes to the documents, and provide the final 
documents, along with the minutes from our 
Organizational Meeting to the law firm for their records. 
This finalizes the incorporation process.  
 
 
Stay tuned for notice of our next congregational meeting, 
probably in late May.    

 



 

 

 

 

Shepherd Gate Church was established in 1986 as a mission church by the Elders of Christian Assembly Center, who 

had a vision for a church to be planted in the rapidly growing western suburbs of Washington, DC.  Pastor Dan Duis 

serves as Senior Pastor, with support from Tom Nusbaum as Administrative Pastor, Gary Woodford as Minister of 

Pastoral Care, and Andrew Keener as Youth Pastor. 

 

As a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, Shepherd Gate Church is committed to the Great Commandment (Mark 

12:30-31) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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A Note from Our Pastor 
 

A long winter is past and spring is in full bloom.  A 

reminder that our walk with God is fresh even as His 

mercies are new every morning!  The Lord has made 

His presence known in our services and a wonderful 

sense that our folks are drawing near to God and are 

growing in the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

 

As the ministries of Shepherd Gate continue to 

expand, I realize more than ever that entrusting 

ministry to faithful followers of Jesus is not only  

 

 

 

necessary, but inevitable for His Kingdom’s growth.  We 

are experience the emergence of a new generation taking up 

the mantle of Christ and it is exciting to see.  There is great 

satisfaction in knowing that your labor and love are not 

temporal but will be part of the continuation of Christ’s 

kingdom until He returns. 

 

And so, ‘to God be the Glory,’ and to all the people of God, 

Blessings! 

 

Pastor Dan Duis 


